
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

From the Headteacher: 15th September 
2020  
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
A very warm welcome from our new Headteacher 
Theresa Moses. 

I am excited to introduce myself as the new Headteacher 
of Paxton Academy Sports and Science and am thrilled to 
to be joining the Wandle Learning Trust with their 
exemplar Early Years, primary and secondary expertise.  

I have worked in five primary schools across south 
London throughout my career. My passion and 
determination to make a difference to the life chances of 
the children, staff and families in my care has enabled me 
to build empowering relationships based upon trust. For 
the last eight years, I have been a Headteacher in a 
primary school not far from Paxton. Together with the 
Governors, staff and families, I have grown that school 
from a one form to two form entry successful primary 
school.  

It is clear to me that Paxton has many strengths; the staff, 
the families and most importantly, the children. As 
Headteacher of Paxton, my main aim will be to build on 
these strengths and embed an ethos in which children 
and adults flourish. I am looking forward to getting to 
know you all and leading Paxton onto the next phase of 
its journey to becoming a vibrant three form entry school 
which will provide opportunities to extend and enrich 
the provision for all learners. This new school year will 
provide us with an amazing opportunity to learn and 
grow together and embed a creative and inclusive 
curriculum which instils a love for learning in all children. 
It will also be an opportunity for me to meet you all, 
which I am very much looking forward to. 
 
 

 
 

Meet your senior leadership team  
Ms Moses - Headteacher  
Mrs Jackson - Deputy Headteacher from Wandle 
Learning Trust 
Mr Canniford - Assistant Headteacher - Lower School 
Miss Lauren Allen - Assistant Headteacher - Middle 
School  
Miss Nurser -  Assistant Headteacher - Upper School  
Mr Stevenson - Inclusion Manager 
Ms McEvoy - School Business Manager 
 

The Paxton school day                                                                                                                                                                                      
Children will be met by their class teacher and members 
of the Leadership Team. Please ensure that you arrive on 
time. All children and parents to enter Paxton via the 
pedestrian gate on Frant Road and leave via the 
Brigstock Road gate. School starts 8.45am (gates open 
8.35am and close at 9.00am)  and school finishes at 
3.15p.m (gates open at 3.05pm).  

 
Move date to our new building 
The Trust is very pleased to announce that we finally 
have a moving date to the new building. On Tuesday 29th 
September, the Brigstock Road site will close for children 
(school closed on Wednesday 30th, Thursday 1st and 
Friday 2nd).                                 
 
On Monday 5th October, the London Road site will 
open to welcome the children. We look forward to 
moving to our lovely, large, new spacious building. 
 

Safeguarding our pupils, staff and parents 
We appreciate that some pupils and parents may be 
feeling a little apprehensive about returning to school. 
We would like to reassure you that we have spent much 
of the Summer implementing steps to enable all pupils 
and staff to return safely. These will have been explained 
to pupils on their first day of term and the protective 
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measures that have been put in place are in accordance 
with government guidance.  

These measures have been incorporated into our revised 
risk assessment which was emailed out to parents and 
can be also be found on our website 
https://www.paxtonacademy.org.uk/parents/covid-19-
updates.  

Class Group Bubbles                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Pupils have been split into bubbles and  have allocated 
areas at lunch and play times. Classrooms will be set up 
with desks organised so that children can sit with a 
learning partner. There will be space for children to keep 
their belongings separate. The class bubbles are as 
follows: 
Reception, Year 1 and 2                                                                                                                                                                                             
Year 3 and 4                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Year 5 and 6                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
There will be no whole school gatherings in the hall. 
However, children will have key Year group assemblies, 
play and lunchtimes together. 

Hygiene                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Pupils will be reminded regularly to follow all guidance 

relating to hand-washing:  

 the importance of doing so frequently and for the 

required 20 seconds with soap and water;  

 to clean their hands before and after eating, and 

after sneezing or coughing and always on arrival at 

school;  

 to avoid touching their mouths, eyes, and noses;  

 to place tissue waste in the bins provided, in 

following the directions to ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’; 

 to use the hand-sanitiser pumps and hand-washing 

stations around the school and in classrooms. 

Parents and visitors on site   
In order to keep everyone safe can we request that, 
where possible, pre-arranged appointments are made 
via the office. Where a parent has a pre-arranged 
essential appointment, he or she will be required to wear 
a face mask. We hope you will understand the need to 
minimise the number of visitors on site, particularly 
during the first few weeks of term.  
 

 
 

Attendance  
It has been amazing to welcome back so many children. 
This week over 90% of children returned to school. Let's 
see if we can make that 100% next week. Following 
government guidelines, attendance is mandatory from 
the start of the autumn term and the usual rules on 
attendance will apply. This means we will record 
attendance and follow up on any absence. 
 
Pupils are expected to return to school unless they are 
complying with clinical and/or Public Health advice given 
to them (e.g. if they are self-isolating and waiting for a 
test result). In such cases, a pupil’s absence will not be 
penalised and we will offer access to remote education. 
Parents and carers will be expected to report any child 
absence through the school office, explaining the 
reasons for absence and providing official 
documentation where requested. 
 

Absence/lateness reporting for pupils:  

 If your child is going to be late or absent from 

school, please leave a message on 020 8683 2308, 

selecting option 1 , providing a short message with 

your child’s name, class and reason for absence by 

8.30am at the latest. 

 Please make contact on each day that your 

daughter or son is going to be late or absent. It is 

important that we are informed of all cases of 

lateness or absence to ensure that, as part of our 

legal duty of care, we know the whereabouts of 

every pupil each day. 

 If your child arrives late to school or needs to leave 

early (for example for a medical or dental 

appointment), you must sign them out at Reception 

Office. 

 To request permission for leave of absence, please 

contact the admin office who will provide you with 

the necessary form to be completed at least a week 

in advance (and prior to making any travel 

arrangements). This will need to be approved by a 

member of the Senior Leadership Team. 

Pupil Premium Funding 
We appreciate many of our parents may have 
experienced financial hardships over the last six months. 
If your circumstances have changed, please do get in 

https://www.dulwich.org.uk/about/policies/policies
https://www.paxtonacademy.org.uk/parents/covid-19-updates
https://www.paxtonacademy.org.uk/parents/covid-19-updates
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touch so we can check your eligibility for Pupil Premium 
Funding.  

 
Breakfast Club and After School Club 
Please note numbers are limited and places have been 
allocated on a first come, first served basis. Breakfast 
Club runs from 7:45am till 8:45am and and After School 
Club from 3:15pm until 5:30pm.  
 

Extracurricular Clubs 
After a lot of thought and consideration, we have 
decided that there will not be any extracurricular clubs 
for the first part of the autumn term. We will continue to 
review this on an ongoing basis and hope to be in 
position to offer a range of clubs after the October half 
term.  
 

School Uniform    
Please be reminded all children need to come to school 
in full school uniform. Please remember to label all 
school uniform as this will help to prevent the loss of  
items. Sew in labels, although time consuming to do, are 
the most long-lasting and effective in our experience. 
 

Medical Information 
At the beginning of each year, parents of children with 
medical conditions who require medication to be 
administered in school hours are required to complete 
a NEW medication form. We keep this on record along 
with a record  of the date and time for each dose to be 
administered. 
 
Where possible, we encourage parents to schedule their 
child’s medication so that they don’t need a dose during 
the school day. For example, a child who is on antibiotics 
to be taken three times a day can usually take all three 
doses outside school hours. 
 
If, however, your child does need medication during 
school hours, the following guidelines must be followed. 

 Only prescription medication should be brought 

into school. This includes 

antibiotics, asthma inhalers, AAIs , insulin syringes 

and so on. 

 Medication must be brought into school in its 

original container, as dispensed by a pharmacist and 

must be labelled with your child’s name. 

 You must provide written consent using our 

medical form for your child to be given the 

medication. Note, you will need to complete a new 

form every time your child brings in a new type of 

medication to school. 

 All medications must be in date. 
 
Non-prescription medicines (such as Calpol, throat 
lozenges and over-the-counter hayfever medications) 
should not be brought into school or administered by 
school staff. This is partly to protect children and staff 
but also because children who are unwell enough to 
need these medications during school hours are 
generally not well enough for school.  
 
In line with our safeguarding procedures, children 
without their medication will not be allowed on the 
premises.  
 

Travel to school     
Over the last few weeks the congestion in Thornton 
Heath, has increased and the number of additional 
vehicles on the roads has nearly doubled. Please can we 
request that you leave home in enough time to arrive at 
school by 8:45am. With the increased traffic, parking 
spaces have also become limited. Wherever possible, 
children are encouraged to walk or cycle to school. 
 

Your Show and Tell stories                                                                                                                                     
We have really loved sharing your wonderful 
photographs of your children’s fun, learning activities at 
home. It has been a really lovely way for us all to stay 
connected and we will be continuing with this tradition 
this year. Please send these into 
admin@paxtonacademy.org.uk, with Show and Tell 
stories in the subject header.  

😊Thank you for all your letters, emails and phone calls 
of support during lockdown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/managing-asthma-in-primary-school
mailto:admin@paxtonacademy.org.uk
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A lovely hello from Genesis to her Year 5 teacher…  

 
 
 
A very much appreciated thank you letter from a 
parent…  
 
Hi                                                                                                                                                                                                            
My name is Daniel. I’m a father of Davi and Pedro, 
Paxton students. Through this I’d like to thank you 
all for all the support, patience and teaching with 
my boys. Me and my wife are so happy with you all, 
specially throughout this semester where we had 
this pandemic period. You’ve been so supportive, 
calling us to know how the boys were doing, at long 
last, in everything you did. A Special thanks to Mr. 
Ocansey and Miss Balaam for teaching our boys so 
well. 
 
And let it come the new year! They are so excited to 
start on the new place. 
  
 Thank you, thank you, thank you!! 
  
 Regards, 
 Daniel Filho 
 
 
 
 
 


